
Summer 2022 Reading Projects 
 – Required Reading: What Beauty There Is  by Cory Anderson 

Complete a project and study guide for the chosen work. 

 
 
 

Purpose: The purpose of the assignment is to express your understanding of the 
novel through some creative expression. This assignment will help you connect to 

the novel on a deeper level.   
Assignment: You will complete ONE of the project ideas listed OR the Essay Option. 
The idea is to be creative and express yourself in a way that is interesting for you. 
You will also prepare a reflection/explanation of your project to connect your 
understanding to the details of the novel (see below).   
  
Reflection/Explanation Requirements:   

● Must be typed in Times New Roman font no larger than 14 (not 
bolded).   

● Must be at least one full page in length with the default margins. (No 
longer than two pages please!)   

● Must explain everything about your creative project, especially how it 
relates to key ideas, themes, or important aspects of the book.   



● Your project must show some deeper understanding of the novel; the 
explanation must show this understanding and knowledge.   

● You must include at least six specific quotations from the story to 
connect to your project as well as an explanation of the connection. 
Please be sure to introduce and cite in MLA format.  Failure to use 
citations when appropriate, is plagiarism, and will result in a grade of 
zero. (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/jpeg/MLAPoster09.jpg)   

● Please be sure to answer, carefully and thoroughly, the following 
question: How did this project help you to better understand the 
story, in your conclusion.   

● Standard writing expectations: Double-spaced, Times New Roman 14 or 
smaller, proofread for grammar and spelling, etc.  

  

Due Date: Project and Study Guide due the first day of school            
9/8/2022 

Point Value: 60 points for the project  
  40 points for reflection/explanation  

  

Options and ideas:   
  
 
 

Project options - remember 60% for Project and 40% for 
reflection/explanation 
 

● Create an illustrated timeline of key events in the story.  
●  Compose a song or poem that addresses some event in the story or that 

summarizes the whole story.  
●  Imagine that you are the casting director for the film creation of the novel. 

Decide which actors you would invite to play the main characters and write 
them letters where you invite them to take a part and tell them why you 



think they are well suited for the roles. Be convincing and site specific 
reasons for your choice. (Must write at least five letters.)   

● Create a poster-sized mural that depicts a scene or scenes from the novel.   
● Rewrite the ending of the story, add on a chapter, or write a part of the 

story from another character’s point of view. Make sure it makes sense in 
relation to what actually happened.   

● Create a poster advertising the book including background information on 
the author, other books they have written, and a review of the book.  

● Make a Mobile for the characters - put a visual representation on one side  
( your own drawing or a cutout of someone who you think fits the character) 
and a short description of the character on the other. Do at least five 
characters. https://www.marcomahler.com/how-to-make-mobiles/ 

● Make a one to two minute “video” of music, images and concepts that connect 
to the book—please burn to a CD or DVD to turn in.   

OR 
 

 Essay Option:  
1 What do you make of the ending? Can you explain what happens? 
2 Elaborate on the structure of the narration. Who is speaking in 
the beginning of each chapter in italics? What does it add to the 
way the story is told? 
3 Why are chapter numbers sequenced the way they are? Why the 
infinity symbol for the last chapter? 
  

Have fun! Be creative! Enjoy! Complete with enthusiasm and purpose!  
  

 
Project Rubric  

Project 60% 
● Effort 20 pts (does the project reflect the effort a quiz grade deserves?) 
● Originality 10 pts (is the product something new or just a copy of something on the 

internet?) 
● Neatness10 pts (is the project professional looking?) 

https://www.marcomahler.com/how-to-make-mobiles/


● Accuracy 20 pts (does the project reflect an understanding of a careful reading of the 
text?) 

 
Explanation 40% 

● Spelling and grammar 10 pts (it’s English…) 
● Development 10 pts (does the document fully explain choices made in the creation of 

the project?) 
● Accuracy 10 pts (Again does the project reflect an understanding of a careful reading of 

the text?) 
● Style 10 pts (are the word choices and compositional decisions appropriate for the level 

of the course?) 



 


