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Fudge-a-Mania 
by Judy Blume 

 
Peter Hatcher's summer is not looking good. First of all, Peter's brother, Fudge 
-- the five-year-old human hurricane -- has a plan: to marry Peter's sworn 
enemy, Sheila Tubman. Disgusting! Could anything be worse? Yes. Peter's 
parents have decided to rent a summer house next door to the Tubmans. 
Which means Peter will be stuck with Fudge and Sheila the Cootie Queen for 
three whole weeks! Will Peter be able to survive the summer? It may not be 

the vacation of Peter's dreams, but as millions of Judy Blume fans know, it won't be dull. 
When Fudge is around, anything can happen ... and does! 

 
 

The Mouse and the Motorcycle 
by Beverly Cleary, Louis Darling (illus.) 

 
Ralph the mouse is terrified. All he had wanted to do was ride the little 
motorcycle someone had left on the table. Instead, both Ralph and the 
motorcycle have taken a terrible fall -- right into the bottom of the wastepaper 
basket. He is trapped, left to wait for whatever fate has in store for him. But it 

turns out to be Ralph's lucky day. Along comes Keith, the owner of the toy motorcycle, who is 
staying with his family in the hotel room where Ralph lives. Not only does Keith save Ralph's 
life, but he teaches him how to ride the bike. And when everyone is asleep, he turns Ralph 
loose in the hotel halls to enjoy the biking adventure of his life. But adventures can be both 
fun and trouble...as Ralph and Keith soon find out! 

 
Sideways Stories from Wayside School 
by Louis Sachar, Julie Brinckloe (illus.) 

 
There's been a terrible mistake. Wayside School was supposed to be built with 
30 classrooms all next to each other in a row. Instead, they built the 
classrooms one on top of the other ... 30 stories tall! (The builder said he was 
very sorry.) That may be why all kinds of funny things happen at Wayside 

School -- especially on the 30th floor. You'll meet Mrs. Gorf, the meanest teacher of all; 
terrible Todd, who always gets sent home early; and John, who can only read upside down -- 
along with all the other kids in the crazy mixed-up school that came out sideways. But you'll 
never guess the truth about Sammy, the new kid ... or what's in store for Wayside School on 
Halloween! 
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Class Dismissed 
By Allan Woodrow 

 
Class 507 is the worst class Ms. Bryce has ever taught. And she would know—
she’s been teaching forever. They are so terrible that when a science experiment 
goes disastrously wrong (again), Ms. Bryce has had it and quits in the middle of 
the lesson. But through a mix-up, the school office never finds out Which 

means…Class 507 is teacher-free! 
 
 
 

Room to Dream 
By Kelly Yang 

 
After years of hard work, Mia Tang finally gets to go on vacation with her family—
to China! It’s a total dream come true. 

 
 
 

Simon B. Rhymin’ 
By Dwayne Reed 

 
Simon dreams of being a world-famous rapper one day—but right now, he’s having 
trouble gaining confidence for an oral report! Written by a teacher. Eleven-year-old 
Simon Barnes dreams of becoming a world-famous rapper that everyone calls Notorious 
D.O.G. But for now, he’s just a Chicago fifth grader who’s small for his age and afraid to 
use his voice. 

 
 
 
 
 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
The Deep End 
By Jeff Kinney 

 
Greg Heffley and his family hit the road for a cross-country camping trip. But 
things take an unexpected turn, and they find themselves stranded at an RV  
park. When the skies open up and water starts to rise, the Heffleys wonder if  
they can save their vacation—or if they’re already in too deep.  
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Unplugged by 
Gordon Korman

After being forced to unplug at a wilderness wellness camp, rich-kid Jett Baranov 
stumbles upon intrigue, adventure…and chaos! 



Winslow Township School District 
School 6 

Summer Reading List 
5th grade 

 

 
 

The One and Only Ivan 
By Katherine Applegate 

 
 

 
 

might have felt and said about his life. Ivan does not dwell on his  
memories as does his friend Stella, an elderly elephant in the cage next  
door. Still, he remembers his life with his family in the jungle, the death of 
his sister, and his early days being raised by Max.  

 
 

Pay It Forward 
By Catherine Ryan Hyde 

 
 

Twelve-year-old Trevor McKinney accepts his teacher's challenge to earn 
extra credit by coming up with a plan to change the world. Trevor's idea is 
simple: Do a good deed for three people and, instead of asking them to 
return the favor, ask them to "pay it forward" to three others who need help. 
He envisions a vast movement of kindness and goodwill spreading across 
the world and ends up changing his small California community forever. 

 
 
 

One Crazy Summer 
By Rita Williams Garcia 

 
Eleven-year-old Delphine has it together. Even though her mother, Cecile, 
abandoned her and her younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern, seven years ago. Even 
though her father and Big Ma will send them from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to 
stay with Cecile for the summer. And even though Delphine will have to take care of 
her sisters, as usual, and learn the truth about the missing pieces of the past. When 
the girls arrive in Oakland in the summer of 1968, Cecile wants nothing to do with 
them. She makes them eat Chinese takeout dinners, forbids them to enter her 
kitchen, and never explains the strange visitors with Afros and black berets who 
knock on her door.

Inspired by the true story of a gorilla who spent 30 years alone in a cage 
at an indoor zoo in a mall, this beautiful book imagines what that gorilla 
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Love that Dog 
By Sharon Creech 

 
Jack hates poetry. Only girls write it and every time he tries to, his brain feels empty. 
But his teacher, Ms. Stretchberry, won't stop giving her class poetry assignments, 
and Jack can't avoid them. But then something amazing happens. The more he 
writes, the more he learns he does have something to say. 

 
 
 
 
 

Bridge to Terabithia 
By Katherine Paterson 

 
 

There's only one thing Jess Aarons is looking forward to in fifth grade, and that's being 
the fastest kid in school. He's been practicing all summer. He hasn't had much else to 
do, since his mom spends all her time with his four sisters and his dad is always 
working. But when Jess arrives at the school playground to show off his speed, his new 
neighbor, Leslie Burke, beats him to it. She's way faster than Jess. But instead of being 
jealous, Jess admires Leslie's skill, confidence, and wild imagination. The two become 
instant friends, spending hours in the woods by their houses creating a magical 
kingdom. Then tragedy strikes, and Jess is left alone. How can he ever go on? 

 
 
 

The BFG 
By Roald Dahl 

 
Kidsnatched from her orphange by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant), who spends his life 
blowing happy dreams to children, Sophie concocts a plan with him to save the world 
from nine other man-gobbling cannybull giants. "Well, first of all," said the BFG, 
"human beans is not really believing in giants, is they? Human beans is not thinking 
we exist." Sophie discovers that giants not only exist, but that there are a great many 
of them who like to guzzle and swallow nice little chiddlers. But not the Big Friendly 
Giant. He and Sophie cook up an ingenious plot to free the world of troggle-humping 
forever.
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Hatchet 
By Gary Paulsen 

 
Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his 
father when the single engine plane in which he is flying 
crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the 
Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a 
tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother has given 
him as a present -- and the dreadful secret that has been 
tearing him apart ever since his parents' divorce. But now 
Brian has no time for anger, self-pity, or despair -- it will 
take all his know-how and determination, and more courage 
than he knew he possessed, to survive. 

 
 

The Giver 
By Lois Lowry 

 
 
 
 
 

Twelve-year-old Jonas lives in a seemingly ideal world. Not until he 
is given his life assignment as the Receiver does he begin to 
understand the dark secrets behind his fragile community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Kill a Mockingbird 
Harper Lee 

 
A gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of coming-of-age 
in a South poisoned by virulent prejudice, it views a world of great beauty 
and savage inequalities through the eyes of a young girl, asfather—a 
crusading local lawyer—risks everything to defend a black man unjustly 
accused of a terrible crime. 
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Bud, Not Buddy 
By Christopher Paul Curtis 

 
 
 

It's 1936, in Flint, Michigan. Ten-year-old Bud may be a motherless boy 
on the run, but he's on a mission. His momma never told him who his 
father was, but she left a clue: posters of Herman E. Calloway and his 
famous band, the Dusky Devastators of the Depression! Bud's got an 
idea that those posters will lead to his father. Once he decides to hit the 
road and find this mystery man, nothing can stop him. 

 
 
 

The Call of the Wild 
By Jack London 

 
Stolen from his home and family, a dog named Buck must quickly 
learn the harsh law of survival among the men and dogs of the 
gold-crazed North. His intelligence, courage, and cunning transform 
him into a feared leader. As wolves attack and men grow desperate, 
Buck must heed the call of the wild. Only the strong will survive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Out of my Heart 
By Sharon M. Draper 

 
Melody is now a year older and a year braver. But not as brave as she 
wants to be, as she’s terrified of horses. Even though she loves 
horses—loves loves loves them—from afar. Not one to be thwarted, 
Melody decides summer camp, one with horseback riding, should be 
her next challenge. Except, are there even riding camps for 
differently-abled kids? Ones that would welcome a kid with cerebral 
palsy? She’s going to find out. 
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