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Click, Clack, Moo Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin 
 
The quirky, hilarious farmyard tale that started it all from the New York 
Times bestselling duo of Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin!  Farmer Brown 
has a problem.  His cows like to type.  All day long he hears Click, Clack, 
MOO. 

I AM EVERY GOOD THING by Derrick Barnes and Gordon C. James 
 
Winner of the NCTE Charlotte Huck Award!  Let’s hear it for everything 
that makes you the amazing, awesome kid that you are … You are every 
good thing that makes the world go round. So go ahead and show us your 
magnificence – all the things that make you, you. 
 
 

Swimmy by Leo Lionni 
 
Winner of the 1964 Caldecott Honor, this beloved tale of a brave little fish 
has been a favorite to generations of readers.   Deep in the sea lives a happy 
school of fish.  Their watery world is full of wonders, but there is also 
danger, and the little fish are afraid to come out of hiding … until Swimmy 
comes along. 

 
Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig 
 
2013 Audie Award Finalist – Sylvester can’t believe his luck when he 
finds a magic pebble that can make wishes come true.  But when a lion 
jumps out at him on his way home, Sylvester is shocked into making a 
wish that has unexpected consequences.  After overcoming a series of 
obstacles, Sylvester is eventually reunited with his loving family. 
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They All Saw A Cat by Brendan Wenzel  
 
The cat walked through the world, with its whiskers, ears, and 
paws… In this glorious celebration of observation, curiosity, and 
imagination, Brendan Wenzel shows us the many lives of one cat, 
and how perspective shapes what we see.  When you see a cat, what 
do you see? 

We Are Water Protectors by Carol Lindstrom 
 
A bold and lyrical picture book vibrantly illustrated by Michaela 
Goade.  When a black snake threatens to destroy the Earth and 
poison her people’s water, one young water protector takes a stand 
to defend Earth’s most sacred resource.  

Wolf in the Snow by Matthew Cordell 
 
Winner of the 2018 Caldecott Medal 
A girl is lost in a snowstorm.  A wolf cub is lost, too.  How will they find 
their way home?  Paintings rich with feeling tell this satisfying story of 
friendship and trust. 

The Wonky Donkey by Craig Smith 
 
Kids will love this cumulative and hysterical read-aloud!  By the end of 
the book’s final page, readers end up with a spunky, hanky-panky, 
cranky, stinky, dinky, lanky, honky-tonky, winky wonky day! 
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Frederick by Leo Lionni 
 
Caldecott Honor 
A winning story about a little mouse who gathers something unusual for the 
long winter.  When the days grow short and the snow begins to fall, it’s 
Frederick’s stories that warm the hearts and spirits of his fellow field mice. 

I Am Enough by Grace Byers 
 
A #1 New York Times bestseller and Goodreads Choice Awards picture 
book winner!   
We are all here for a purpose.  We are more than enough!  We just need to 
believe it. 

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen 
 
Caldecott Medal-winning illustrator John Schoenherr 
A gentle, poetic story that lovingly depicts the special companionship 
of a young child and her father as well as humankind’s close 
relationship to the natural world.   
 

If You Come to Earth by Sophie Blackall 
 
A glorious guide to our home planet and a call for us to take care of 
both Earth and each other.  An engaging storybook about a single 
curious and imaginative child.   



Winslow Township Elementary School #4 
Summer Reading Suggestions for Students Entering Kindergarten 

2022 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Playing Possum by Jennifer Reinhardt 
 
Meeting strangers makes shy possum Alfred anxious, and he plays dead.  
He has trouble making friends – until Sophia the armadillo reveals that 
when she gets anxious, she rolls up in a ball.  A witty friendship tale 
inspired by animal behavior. 
 

 The World Needs More Purple People by Kristen Bell & Benjamin Hart 
 
What is a purple person?  Great question.  They bring their family, 
friends, and communities together, and they speak up for what’s right.  
They are kind and hardworking, and they love to laugh.  A purple person 
is an everyday superhero!  Get ready to be silly and, exercise your 
curiosity, use your voice and be inspired. 

Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o 
 
A New York Times bestseller! 
Sulwe has skin the color of midnight.  She is darker than anyone in her 
family and school.  Sulwe justs wants to be beautiful and bright, like 
her mother and sister.  A magical journey in the night sky opens her 
eyes and changes everything. 

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 
 
Caldecott Medal winner! 
When Max dresses in his wolf suit and causes havoc in the house, his 
mother sends him to bed.  Max sets sail to an island inhabited by the 
Wild Things, who name him king and share a wild rumpus with him. 
This story has inspired the imagination of generations. 
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Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry 
 
A New York Times Bestseller and tie-in to Academy-Award Winning 
Short Film. 
Zuri’s hair has a mind of its own.  It kinks, coils and curls every which 
way.  Zuri knows it’s beautiful.  When Daddy steps in to style it for an 
extra special occasion, he has a lot to learn.  But he LOVES his Zuri, 
and he’ll do anything to make her – and her hair – happy. 

I Promise by LeBron James  
 
New York Times Bestseller! Indie Bestseller! 
An inspiring picture book that reminds us that tomorrow’s success 
starts with the promises we make to ourselves and our community 
today. 

Lights on Wonder Rock by David Litchfield 
 
Heather wants more than anything to go to outer space, where the stars 
sparkle with magic and wonder.  When a UFO lands behind her house and 
she meets a friendly alien, it seems that all of her dreams have come true.  
Soon her new friend has to return home.  Will the spaceship ever come back 
for her? And if it does, is Heather ready to leave everything on Earth behind? 

Llama Llama Loves to Read by Anna Dewdney 
 
Llama Llama is growing up and learning to read!  Throughout the 
school day, the teacher helps Llama Llama and the other children 
practice their letters, read stories, and brings them to the library where 
they can all choose a favorite book.  By the end of the day, Llama 
Llama can’t wait to show Mama Llama that he’s becoming a reader! 
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Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat by 
Javaka Steptoe 
 
Winner of the Randolph Caldecott Medal and the Coretta Scott King 
Illustrator Award 
Art doesn’t always have to be neat or clean – and definitely not inside the 
lines – to be beautiful. 

What Do You Do with An Idea? By Kobi Yamada 
 
New York Times bestseller 
This is the story of one brilliant idea and the child who helps to 
bring it into the world.  As the child’s confidence grows, so does 
the idea itself. And then, one day, something amazing happens. 

What We’ll Build by Oliver Jeffers 
 
An instant New York Times bestseller! 
A rare and enduring story about a parent’s boundless love, life’s endless 
opportunities, and all we need to build a together future.  A father and 
daughter set about laying the foundations for their life together.  Using 
their own special tools, they get to work, building memories to cherish, a 
home to keep them safe, and love to keep them warm. 

You Matter by Christian Robinson 
 
A New York Times bestseller! 
In this full, bright, and beautiful picture book, many different 
perspectives around the world are empathetically explored – from a 
pair of bird watchers to the pigeons they’re feeding.  Young readers 
will be invited to engage with the world in a new way and see how 
everyone is connected. 
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Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty 
 
A New York Times, A Wall Street Journal, and a USA Today Bestseller! 
Ada Twist’s head is full of questions.  Like her classmates Iggy and Rosie, 
Ada has always been endlessly curious.  Even when her fact-finding 
missions and elaborate scientific experiments don’t go as planned, Ada 
learns the value of thinking her way through problems and continuing to stay 
curious. 
 

All Because You Matter by Tami Charles 
 
Instant New York Times bestseller! 
This emotionally stirring picture book reassures readers that their matter 
and their worth is never diminished.  All Because You Matter empowers 
readers with pride, joy, and comfort, reminding them of their roots and 
strengthening them for the days to come. 

Be a Maker by Katie Howes 
 
How many things can you make in a day? A tower, a friend, a change? 
Rhyme, repetition, and a few seemingly straightforward questions engage 
young readers in a discussion about the many things we make – and the ways 
we can make a difference in the world.  This story celebrates creativity through 
beautiful rhyming verse and vibrant illustrations with a timely message. 

The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson 
 
A #1 New York Times bestseller! 
There are many reasons to feel different.  Maybe it’s how you look or talk, 
or where you’re from; maybe it’s what you eat, or something just as 
random.  It’s not easy to take those first steps into a place where nobody 
really knows you yet, but somehow you do it. 
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Hello Lighthouse by Sophie Blackall 
 
Watch the days and seasons pass as the wind blows, the fog rolls in, and 
icebergs drift by.  Outside, there is water all around.  Inside, the daily life 
of a lighthouse keeper and his family unfolds as the keeper boils water for 
tea, lights the lamp’s wick, and writes every detail in his logbook. 

My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett 
 
When Elmer Elevator hears about the plight of an overworked and 
underappreciated baby flying dragon, he stows away on a ship and 
travels to Wild Island to rescue the dragon. 

Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann 
 
Caldecott Medal Book 
Officer Buckle is a local police officer who loves to think up new safety tips 
for the public to keep them safe. When Officer Buckle goes to elementary 
schools to tell children about his safety tips, he realizes that no one listens to 
them, and they end up getting hurt. This all changes, however, when the 
Napville Police Department acquires a dog, named Gloria. 
 

Your Name is a Song by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow 
 
Frustrated by a day full of teachers and classmates mispronouncing her 
beautiful name, a little girl tells her mother she never wants to come back 
to school.  In response, the girl’s mother teaches her about the musicality 
of her name.  Empowered by this understanding, the young girl is ready 
to return the next day to share her knowledge with her class. 
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Flora & Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo 
 
Newberry Medal winner! 
A laugh-out-loud story filled with eccentric, endearing characters – a 
novel interspersed with comic-style graphic sequences. 

Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
 
New York Times bestseller, a Newberry Honor Book and winner of the 
National Book Award! 
A moving story of one girl’s year of change, dreams, grief and healing.   
 

Becoming Muhammad Ali by James Patterson & Kwame Alexander 
 
Before he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with 
struggles like any other.  Readers will learn about Cassius’ family and 
neighbors in Louisville, Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike, 
Cassius began training as an amateur boxer at age twelve.  Before long, 
he won his first Golden Gloves bout and began his transformation into 
the unrivaled Muhammed Ali. 

Show Me a Sign by Anne Clare LeZotte 
 
Multiple 2020 Book Awards 
Deaf author Anne Clare LeZotte weaves a riveting Own Voices story 
inspired by the true history of a thriving deaf community on Martha’s 
Vineyard in the early 19th century.  This piercing exploration of 
ableism, racism, and colonialism answers the call to dig deep, 
examine core beliefs, and question what is considered normal. 
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The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander 
 
2020 Caldecott Medal, A 2020 Newberry Honor Book, Winner of the 
2020 Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award 
 
Originally performed for ESPN’s The Undefeated, this poem is a love 
letter to black life in the United States.   

We Dream of Space by Erin Entrada Kelly 
 
A Newberry Honor Book  
Bestselling author Erin Entrada Kelly transports readers to 1986 
and introduces them to the unforgettable Cash, Fitch, and Bird 
Nelson Thomas in this novel about family, friendship, science 
and exploration. 
 

When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed 
 
National Book Award Finalist 
Heartbreak, hope and gentle humor exist together in this graphic 
novel about a childhood spent waiting, and a young man who is able 
to create a sense of family and home in the most difficult of settings. 
 

When You Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller 
 
Winner of the 2021 Newberry Medal 
When Lily moves with her family to Washington to be with her 
ailing grandmother, the last thing she expects is to encounter a 
magical tiger she’s heard about in Korean folktales. Lily must 
find her voice…and the courage to face a tiger. 


