
 Books To Fall in Love With 

 students entering kindergarten 
Haddon Township School District, Summer 2022 

 
These suggested books represent a wide variety of genres, themes, and reading levels to read to and enjoy with 

your soon-to-be kindergartener.  Ask your friendly librarian for more age-appropriate suggestions. 
 

The Tale of the Whale by Karen Swann 
A child joins a friendly whale for a magical 
journey of discovery. They sail the blue 
ocean, dance with dolphins, and tail-
splash seagulls. But the child also sees 
an ocean filled with plastic trash. And that 
inspires a promise of help, for the whale 
and all earth’s creatures. 
 
All from a Walnut 
by Ammi-Joan Paquette 
When Emilia finds a walnut one morning, 
Grandpa tells her the story behind it: of 
his journey across the ocean to a new 
home, with only one small bag and a nut 
in his pocket. 
 
Wolf in the Snow by Matthew Cordell 
A girl is lost in a snowstorm. A wolf cub is 
lost, too. How will they find their way 
home? 
 
I Like Me! by Nancy Carlson 
Meet Nancy Carlson’s peppy pig—a 
character who is full of good feelings 
about herself. Her story will leave little 
ones feeling good about themselves, too! 
 
 
 

Big Cat, Little Cat by Elisha Cooper 
This endearing story of the friendship 
between an older cat and a younger cat is 
a celebration of love and loss. 
 
One Big Pair of Underwear  
by Laura Gehl 
Enjoy this silly counting book about 
groups of animals who must share 
snacks, pillows, playground slides, and of 
course, underwear. 
 
Eating the Alphabet by Lois Ehlert 
Ehlert introduces fruits and vegetables 
from around the world. A glossary at the 
end provides interesting facts about each 
food. 
 
Q is for Duck:  An Alphabet Guessing 
Game  by Michael Folsom 
Because a duck quacks, of course. Even 
the youngest readers will delight in the 
riddle-like text and lively, humorous 
illustrations. 
 
The Bad Seed by Jory John 
The story of a baaaaaad sunflower seed 
who decides it's time for a change.  Also 
check out: The Good Egg!  
 

Living Things and Nonliving Things:  A 
Compare and Contrast Book 
by Kevin Kurtz 
Using a wide variety of stunning 
photographs, author Kevin Kurtz poses 
thought-provoking questions to help 
readers determine if things are living or 
nonliving.  
 
AlphaOops! The Day Z Went First 
by Alethea Kontis 
It's backwards! It's inside out! It's every 
letter for itself! This laugh-out-loud romp is 
not your average alphabet book! 
 
Swimmy by Leo Lionni 
Deep in the sea lives a happy school of 
fish. Their watery world is full of wonders, 
but there is also danger, and the little fish 
are afraid to come out of hiding . . . until 
Swimmy comes along. 
 
The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig 
Meet Brian, the invisible boy. Nobody ever 
seems to notice him or think to include 
him in their group, game, or birthday party 
. . . until, that is, a new kid comes to class. 
 
 
 



All Aboard the Dinotrain! by Deb Lund 
Laughs and thrills abound in this rip-
snorting tale of reckless reptiles and their 
runaway train. 
 
Strictly No Elephants  
by Lisa Mantchev 
When the local Pet Club won’t admit a 
boy’s tiny pet elephant, he finds a 
solution—one that involves all kinds of 
unusual. 
 
The Little Red Cat Who Ran Away and 
Learned his ABCs 
by Patrick McDonell 
It starts with an ALLIGATOR and a BEAR 
chasing a CAT. When a DRAGON joins in 
pursuit - things start to get REALLY 
interesting.  
 
After the Fall (How Humpty Dumpty 
Got Back Up Again) 
by Dan Santat 
Everyone knows that when Humpty 
Dumpty sat on a wall, Humpty Dumpty 
had a great fall. But then what? 
 
Chalk  by Bill Thomson 
When children discover a box of chalk 
and draw pictures that come to life on the 
playground, things get a little out of 
control, until the rain brings it all back to 
normal. 
 
Pete With No Pants by Robert Watkins 
Pete is gray. He's round. And he's not 
wearing any pants.   
 
 
 

Lift by Minh Lê 
Doors open on wondrous new worlds 
when Iris discovers a magical elevator 
button.  
 
They All Saw a Cat  by Brendan Wenzel 
Beautiful pictures show us the many lives 
of one cat, and how perspective shapes 
what we see. When you see a cat, what 
do you see? 
 
Alma and How She Got Her Name  
by Juana Martinez-Neal 
If you ask her, Alma Sofia Esperanza 
José Pura Candela has way too many 
names: six! How did such a small person 
wind up with such a large name?  
 
All Because You Matter  
by Tami Charles 
A lyrical, heart-lifting love letter to Black 
and brown children everywhere. 
 
Khalil and Mr. Hagerty and the 
Backyard Treasures  
by Tricia Springstubb 
Neighbors Khalil and Mr. Hagerty search 
for buried treasure in the yard and garden 
one hot day, finding nothing. The next day 
is a different story. 
 
The Most Beautiful Thing  
by Kao Kalia Yang 
In a story infused with familial love and 
respect, a Hmong girl reflects on 
childhood with her grandmother.  
 
 
 
 

Salma the Syrian Chef 
by Danny Ramadan 
Salma hopes making her mother’s favorite 
Syrian dish will bring back her smile.  
Salma's community comes together to 
help finish the dish and celebrate her 
success. 
 
We Are Water Protector 
by Carole Lindstrom 
An indigenous girl explains why water is 
sacred. She takes up a rallying cry with 
her people to defend water and the 
planet.  
 
Nonsense! The Curious Story of 
Edward Gorey by Lori Mortensen 
The tale of author-illustrator Edward 
Gorey, who made a career out of his flair 
for the eerie and eccentric 
 
At the Pond by Geraldo Valerio 
On a gloomy day, a young boy takes his 
dog on a walk in the woods, where he 
learns an unexpected lesson about love 
and freedom.  
 
The Wolf, the Duck, and the Mouse  
by Mac Barnett 
Early one morning a mouse met a wolf 
and was quickly gobbled up.  
 
 
Don’t forget about these other favorite 
books and authors:  Mo Willems w Eric 
Carle w Dan Santat w I Spy! books w 
Kevin Henkes w Leo Lionni w Tommie 
dePaola w Aliki w Margaret Wise Brown w 
Elephant and Piggie Like Reading! series 


