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Nonfiction 
 
Kamkwamba, William & Bryan Mealer 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition), Lexile 860 * 2015 
With patience and perseverance, self-taught William Kamkwamba builds a windmill of salvaged metal and 
bicycle parts in drought-stricken Malawi. Kamkwamba’s spirit and voice flow through with his skillful 
adaptation, as Mealer imparts the inspiring story of a young teen who provides his village with water and 
electricity, saving them from crop failure and starvation. 
 
Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem 
Becoming Kareem: Growing Up On and Off the Court, Lexile 990 2017 
At one time, Lew Alcindor was just another kid from New York City with all the usual problems: He struggles 
with fitting in, with pleasing his strict father, and with overcoming shyness that made him feel socially 
awkward. But with a talent for basketball, and an unmatched team of supporters, Lew Alcindor was able to 
transform and to become Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. From a childhood made difficult with racism and prejudice to 
a record-smashing career on the basketball court as an adult, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s life was packed with 
“coaches” who taught him right from wrong and led him on the path of greatness. His parents, coaches Jack 
Donahue and John Wooden, Muhammad Ali, Bruce Lee, and many others played important roles in Abdul-
Jabbar’s life and sparked him to become an activist for social change and advancement. 
 
Walker, Nikki 
Why Do We Fight? Conflict, War, and Peace, Lexile 990 2013 
Using real-world examples, Why Do We Fight? teaches kids to recognize the structures, factors, and complex 
histories that go into creating conflicts, whether personal or global — as well as the similarities between both. 
They'll be given tools to seek out information, enabling them to make informed opinions while learning to 
respect that others may form different ones. From culture clashes and trade disputes to disagreements about 
how to govern, Why Do We Fight? insists that the key to fulfilling humankind's wish for "world peace" lies in 
how we choose to deal with conflict and provides a genuine cause for optimism in the face of an at-times 
frightening world. 
 
Levy, Debbie 
The Year of Goodbyes, Lexile 910  * 2010 
Like other twelve-year-old girls, Jutta Salzberg enjoyed playing with friends, going to school, and visiting 
relatives. In Germany in 1938, these everyday activities were dangerous for Jews. Jutta and her family tried to 
lead normal lives, but soon they knew they had to escape, if they could before it was too late. Throughout 
1938, Jutta had her friends and relatives fill her poesiealbum-her autograph book-with inscriptions. Her 
daughter, Debbie Levy, used these entries as a springboard for telling the story of the Salzberg family's last 
year in Germany. It was a year of change and chance, confusion and cruelty. It was a year of goodbyes. 
 
Mundy, Liza 
Code Girls: Young Reader’s Edition, Lexile 1050 2018 
More than ten thousand women served as codebreakers during World War II, recruited by the U.S. Army and 
Navy. While their brothers and boyfriends took up arms, these women moved to the nation's capital to learn 
the top-secret art of code-breaking. Through their work, the "code girls" helped save countless lives and were 
vital in ending the war. But due to the top-secret nature of their accomplishments, these women have never 
been able to talk about their story--until now. 
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Reynolds, Jason 
Look Both Ways, Lexile 750 2019 
This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a school bus falling from the sky. But no one saw it 
happen. They were all too busy. Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after 
the dismissal bell rings, and brilliantly weaves them into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at the 
detours we face on the walk home, and in life. 
 
Draper, Sharon 
Out of My Heart, Lexile 700 2021 
Melody, the huge-hearted heroine of Out of My Mind, is a year older, and a year braver. And now with her 
Medi-talker, she feels nothing is out of her reach, not even summer camp. There have to be camps for 
differently-abled kids like her, and she’s going to sleuth one out. A place where she can trek through a forest, 
fly on a zip line, and even ride on a horse! A place where maybe she really can finally make a real friend, make 
her own decisions, and even do things on her own—the dream! 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline 
Harbor Me, Lexile 630 2018 
It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat--by themselves, with no adults to listen in. There, in 
the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A Room to Talk"), they discover it's safe to talk about 
what's bothering them--everything from Esteban's father's deportation and Haley's father's incarceration to 
Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's adjustment to his changing family fortunes. When the six are 
together, they can express the feelings and fears they have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, 
they can grow braver and more ready for the rest of their lives. 
 
Balcarcel, Rebecca 
The Other Half of Happy, Lexile 570 2019 
12-year-old Quijana likes to say that she used to be Pangaea. Unsplit. Not half white or half Latina. But that 
was before her Guatemalan cousins moved to town and before her dad asked her to speak some Spanish. Now 
her continents are splitting apart. Let’s face it, when you’re named after Spain’s most famous loser, Don 
Quixote, you might make a secret escape plan. Join Quijana as she learns to make a tortilla, comes of age in 
the Guatemalan-American hyphen, and discovers her missing half. 
 
DiCamillo, Kate 
The Beatryce Prophecy, 2021 
The prophecy speaks of a girl who will unseat a king and change the world. It doesn't exactly mention a goat, 
but true prophecy will find a way to be fulfilled…especially if the hard-headed, and hard-butting, Answelica 
has anything to do with it. Brother Edik, a monk who illuminates manuscripts and pronounces the occasional 
prophecy (including the one about Beatryce), is startled to find a very sick girl curled up in the straw next to 
the monastery's irascible goat. He doesn't realize that the king is looking to capture this very girl; he takes her 
in and nurses her back to health. The goat refuses to leave Beatryce's side as she is eventually forced to leave 
the monastery and earn her way by writing (in a world where girls are not allowed to read and write), and 
ultimately by befriending others who help demonstrate that Beatryce is, in fact, the girl foretold to change 
everything. 
 
 


